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ENTRY | N THE SCHEDULE OF MONUMENTS COWMPI LED AND NMAI NTAI NED BY THE SECRETARY OF
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MONUMENT: Moated site and two fishponds at Mpat Whod
PARI SH:  WEST HALLAM

DI STRI CT: EREWASH

COUNTY: DERBYSHI RE

NATI ONAL MONUMENT NO: 23302

NATI ONAL GRI D REFERENCE( S): SK43874052

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE MONUMENT

The nmonurment includes a npated site and two fishponds. The npated site

conpri ses a roughly 50m square island surrounded by a waterl ogged noat
nmeasuri ng between 10m and 15m wi de and up to 3m deep. The island is partially
encl osed by a substantial bank on the south and east sides, measuring up to 2m
high and interpreted as the site of a wall or palisade. Platforns in the
western half of the island indicate the sites of buildings while, at the

sout h-east corner, there is a level area interpreted as a courtyard. A

channel |eading north fromthis courtyard opens, at the north-east corner of
the island, into a filled-in fishpond measuring 9mfromnorth to south by 5m
fromeast to west. A sluice |leads fromthe north-west corner of the pond into
the north armof the noat. The channel entering the pond at its south-west
corner indicates the position of a drain. On the north side, the noat is

di vided from Stanl ey Brook by a substantial outer bank. However there is an
out fl ow channel linking the npat and the brook at the north-east corner of the
fornmer. The nmpat is fed by a spring to the south, the water entering via a

| arge enbanked fi shpond which is now largely silted up and neasures c.45m from
east to west by 20mfromnorth to south. The earthworks around the fishpond
extend into outer banks which follow the south and east sides of the npat.
Access onto the island was via a 7m wi de causeway across the east arm of the
noat .
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Around 6,000 npated sites are known in England. They consi st of w de ditches,
often or seasonally water-filled, partly or conpletely enclosing one or nore

i sl ands of dry ground on which stood donestic or religious buildings. In sone
cases the islands were used for horticulture. The majority of npated sites
served as prestigious aristocratic and seigneurial residences with the

provi sion of a npat intended as a status synbol rather than a practica
mlitary defence. The peak period during which noated sites were built was

bet ween about 1250 and 1350 and by far the greatest concentration lies in
central and eastern parts of England. However, npated sites were built

t hr oughout the nedi eval period, are widely scattered throughout England and
exhibit a high level of diversity in their forms and sizes. They forma
significant class of medi eval nonument and are inportant for the understanding
of the distribution of wealth and status in the countryside. Many exanpl es
provi de conditions favourable to the survival of organic remains.

The npated site in Moat Whod is a well preserved exanple of a substantia
manorial mpat with associated fishponds. Although sonewhat disturbed by

scrub, the nonunent retains the buried remains of buildings and other features
t hroughout and wel | preserved organic and environnental remains will survive
in the waterl ogged deposits of the nopat and two fi shponds.

VAP EXTRACT

The site of the nonunment is shown on the attached nap extract outlined in

bl ack and highlighted in red. It includes a 2 metre boundary around the
archaeol ogi cal features, considered to be essential for the monunent's support
and preservation.

SCHEDULI NG HI STORY

Monurent included in the Schedul e on 29th Septenber 1955 as:
COUNTY/ NUMBER:  Der byshire 141
NAME: Moated site in Mat Wod

The reference of this nbnunent i s now
NATI ONAL MONUMENT NUMBER: 23302
NAME: Moated site and two fishponds at Mpat Wod
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