KIRK HALLAM GREEN SQUEEZE.

Text of Paul Harvey’s comments – Wednesday 9th August 2023.

Good morning my name is Paul Harvey I am speaking on behalf of Kirk Hallam Green Squeeze, an Environmental group representing almost 700 local residents.

Seven hundred residents ….that’s a lot of people… a lot of concern about this proposed development. 

It’s a surprising number when you consider Kirk Hallam is not an affluent area nor one  with a history of engaging with local government. It is also a place where many people do not have access to the internet or the financial freedom to debate the esoteric things in life.

The area is also under represented and by and large disenfranchised from local government. People’s main priorities in Kirk Hallam are paying their bills, holding down a job and putting food on the table. That said, perhaps surprisingly, most residents are keenly aware of this development. They are particularly aware of its effects on the proposed green corridor and the bio diversity that the development now threatens. One prominent issue is the fate of the skylarks that sing just a stones throw from local homes. The skylarks found there are on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and as such are of particular concern.

You will notice a mismatch here between a community preoccupied with surviving the economic downturn, while also having a deep concern for the local environment, a strange dichotomy that without some local insight you may find quite puzzling.

To understand it you have to remember that the site in question is adjacent to what used to be one of the largest ironworks in the country, STANTON. At its height over 11,000 people worked there in conditions that almost defy description. I clearly remember seeing it as a child and it frightened me so much I had nightmares …fire and smoke lighting up the night sky for miles around …it literally looked like hell.

Of course the ironworks have long gone, replaced now by an ever-increasing collection of business that the majority of the borough would prefer not to have on their doorstep. Light pollution, noise, smells, dust and a prolific volume of HGV’s and commuter traffic already make life a misery for the few remaining households, including the long suffering residents of twelve Houses, a social heritage site nearby. It’s the ironworks again but with the veneer of 21st century respectability.

Returning to the dichotomy I mentioned a moment ago, the local saying was that Stanton made iron pipes and old men. 

It’s probably the reason why the small amount of local countryside still  remaining is so precious to residents, because for generations of Stanton workers the countryside surrounding the works provided a much needed escape from the hell they were working in. It offered workers a few hours respite in green fields and fresh air that could not have been more different from their working environment. Generations of workers sought such an escape, often taking with them their sons, daughters and grandchildren.  As a result, those walks into the countryside became not just a tradition, but part of family DNA. Even now if you speak to almost anyone walking the footpaths off Sowbrook Lane the chances are they’ll tell you, ‘my dad used to bring me here’, or ‘my grandfather’, or ‘my uncle’.  They took themselves and their children away from the danger and filth of the ironworks and into a safer, kinder more natural world where many remember hearing a skylark for the very first time. 
Walks in the local countryside did indeed become part of family DNA.  Ironically it’s the same kinder, natural world that we’re only now recognizing as being so important to our mental and physical wellbeing. It also represents the bio diversity that day in-and-day-out we are all being told is so important to our future and the future of our planet.

The site in question is an integral part the green corridor that the council have wisely set aside to separate Kirk Hallam from Ilkeston, and the soon to be completed Stanton Park Redevelopment. 
Visiting the site you may bump into a few I’lson’ folk. The phrase rough diamonds might well have been invented for Ilkestonians, and while we may not be known for our finesse, Ilkeston people have an overwhelming sense of right and wrong and an uncanny ability to see through the waffle and tell you exactly like it is ….all while still treating you with the utmost respect. Doing a survey here is easy, but forget the internet, they’ll just tell you to your face, and in double quick time.

If the people of Kirk Hallam genuinely felt that housing should be a priority, they would have told us so…and in no uncertain terms.

Ilkeston people are hard working no frills types with a deep sense of right and wrong, and what they see in this appeal is something that is very wrong indeed.

Times are hard and if this appeal were successful it could cost our council dearly, money that in these difficult times it simply does not have.  Ultimately it would cost us, the people of Ilkeston – the people sitting in the gallery, the people you passed in the street coming here today.  Losing this appeal could also cost the planning officers their reputation and ultimately it could cost them their jobs.  Large organisations with bottomless pockets may call this appeal a legitimate business risk…Ilkeston folk would see it as something else….bullying.  Something they really do not like.

Non of our group are planners but it doesn’t take an expert to see that the proposed development would in effect create an island community. Poor public transport, no local shops, poor infrastructure, no nearby school, nowhere to buy a newspaper or a bottle of milk. An isolated characterless colony cut off by a sea of heavy traffic, funneled by narrow poorly lit roads without adequate pedestrian footways. 

For those leaving the island; children coming and going to school, elderly people to a doctors appointment, young people to further education or simply to visit friends, a car would be the only solution.  This is not the type of living we should be aspiring to in the 21st century.
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